Exercices de traductions sur base de textes étudiés en classe
Solutions

1. Children talking
1. What time did you have to go to bed when you were younger ? Were you allowed to watch tv late in the evening ?

2. If I were you, I would ask my parents if we can play football in the garden.

3. Do you often receive pocket money ? What do you spend it on ?

4. 50 years ago, young people didn’t have the same living conditions ; the rules were much stricter than today.

5. Have your grandparents ever been abroad ? No, they haven’t but they would like to go to the United States next year.

6. I didn’t like to go and visit them when I was a child. They made me eat vegetables I hated.

7. Why not tell your parents you think your clothes are old-fashioned ? They would certainly buy you new ones.

8. Do your parents like winter sports ? Yes, they do, but we never go skiing because it’s too expensive.

9. You should really make an effort to stop watching tv 4 hours a day ! You’ve become a tele-addict and it’s dangerous !

10. I would never have thought that life in the fifties was so different from ours.

11. Don’t complain ! You can spend hours on the phone, wear jeans if you want, you’ve got a computer and even a mobile. You’re really spoilt, aren’t you ?

12. I’m used to getting up as late as I can, even on weekdays.

13. Why don’t Belgian students wear a uniform to go to school ?

14. She has gone to Italy and won’t be back before your leaving for England / before you leave for England.

15. When you met your teacher last week, he advised you to revise regularly, didn’t he ? Have you done many exercises so far ?

2. Teenage problems / Dating
1. How long has your sister been married ? – She has just celebrated her second wedding anniversary.

2. I have never seen such a shy girl.

3. When I went to Monaco, I couldn’t walk down the streets without being recognized, I hated that !

4. Do you think that Lisa and Joel’s marriage coud last ? Let’s wait and see !

5. I’ve tried to save up for my holiday for 6 months but I can’t.

6. She would like to invite her parents to go to the restaurant but her husband doesn’t agree. He’s not particularly poor but he’s mean.

7. You should never rely on these dating sites on the Internet.

8. I’m not very good at making decisions about my own life, I had better ask for advice.

9. They shared the cost of the flight but she has nevertheless spent much more money on parties and clothes.

10. Why haven’t your friends chosen the United States for their honeymoon ?

11. My mum tends to change her mind too easily.

12. I love going clubbing, meeting people, having fun. It’s the most important thing for me at the moment.

13. Three weeks ago, I received an e-mail from a guy I didn’t know. He told me he thought I was the ideal girl. I’m not attracted to that kind of boy. Moreover, he might have been joking !

14. If I had known, I wouldn’t have given the cards to the bride, she hasn’t shown them to her Romeo.

15. I would not have thought that this phone call would change the course of our relationship. Life is sometimes strange …

3. Shopping
1. Avoid wearing boots with this outfit. Moreover, they don’t suit you at all.

2. It’s no use wrapping this gift. It’s mine. Besides, I pay cash.

3. If you want to order or buy the craziest things, go to Harrods.

4. It’s next to nothing to go to London nowadays.

5. If I were you, I would accept to play chess with him. I was told that he was one of the most experienced players in Belgium.

6. I like strolling around the streets of London. The display windows offer the tourists an unbelievable range of items.

7. Try to convince him to buy this shirt. Its colour sets off his face.

8. Since I travel, I’ve never discovered any exceptional shops but this one is really worth visiting.

9. While we were visiting the interesting monuments and buildings in the centre of London, she was spending all her money on designer wear.

10. He told me that I would get a refund only if I had a proof of purchase.

4. Home schooling
1. When a child doesn’t go to school, it doesn’t mean that it isn’t educated. This child may indeed be home-schooled. The average home-schooling family is richer and more educated than the norm. The parents’ concern for their children’s education is particularly high and the mother can afford not to work; thus becoming her children’s “teacher”.
2. Children attending traditional schools have to move forward at the speed of the less bright students whereas home-schooled children can work at their own rhythm. In most cases, they progress faster and spend less time studying.

3. Online schooling is a very attractive system either for children living in rural areas in which local schools cannot offer less common subjects or for children living in urban areas in which schools lack space.

4. Most parents deny the argument that home-schooled children do not have a social life. They claim that their children can make friends through sport or other activities and that they are more likely to meet children who share their interests there than at school.

5. What would you have done ?

1. How would you react if you found your car with a big scratch or a flat tyre? I would be furious and I would go to the police to report the crime.

2. A: Last week I mistook a woman in the street for one of my colleagues. I went to 
her and put my arm on her shoulders. When I realized it was somebody else, I was so embarrassed that I couldn’t say a word and went off.

3. a: Imagine that her husband had been there! He would have been very angry!

    b: Certainly, and I would have been scared stiff!

4. The other day I saw somebody stealing something in a shop but I was so shocked   

     that I just stood there. I suppose I should have said something but…

5. Last night my wife and I suddenly woke up. We heard the tinkle of broken glass.  

We were both trembling with fear and didn’t know what to do. We thought burglars had broken into the house. Then, I took my baseball bat and went down. The culprit was our cat; he had made a glass fall off the table!
6. What beauty buys
1. Attractive people are often believed to be more sensitive, kinder and more successful. Yet / However, most of us think beauty / attractiveness should not make any difference.

2. A personal image consultant is someone who can teach you how to dress, how to speak and how to behave in order to make a good impression.

3. If you take a look at yourself in the mirror, you must be neither modest nor vain but critical.

4. Attractive people sometimes receive a preferential treatment. They get better grades and better jobs.

5. Attractive criminals get lighter prison sentences.
6. Do you think that cosmetic surgery is worth the pain?

7. Cute children are often considered as more intelligent and more popular than their schoolmates.

8. Her hair is a mess, her ears stick out and she’s got hairy legs / her legs are hairy.

9. She turned out to be very sensitive.

10. My boss hasn’t taken us out on a business lunch yet.

11. It is high time you pulled yourself together and you made yourself smart!

It is high time to pull yourself together and to make yourself smart!

12. Where did you buy your new outfit?

